
 
WORSHIP OF THE LIVING GOD 

 
 Those who are able are invited to stand                 Bold indicates words spoken in unison 

Thank you for silencing your electronic devices. 

 
GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 

 

An order of worship offers a meaningful and reliable structure for the church’s 
encounter with the living God. Over time, an order of worship helps to shape 
our faith and faithfulness as the people of God, becoming a pattern for how 
we live as Christians in the world. 
 
 

PRELUDE    Teresa de Freitas 
 Joyful Prelude 

  Paul Fey 

 
WELCOME & GREETING  Rev. Josh Musser Gritter 
 
 CALL TO WORSHIP  Rev. Lara Musser Gritter 

Come to the waters! 
The voice of the Lord is over the waters; 
the God of glory thunders, 
the Lord is over mighty waters. 
The voice of the Lord is powerful; 
the voice of the Lord is full of majesty. 
Let us worship the Lord together! 

 
 HYMN #482   Baptized in Water 
 
CONFESSION OF SIN  

Gracious and merciful God, in baptism, you offer us unconditional 
love, yet we believe lies that tell us we are never enough. You offer 
forgiveness for our sins, yet we cling to our failures and resist 
forgiveness. You offer welcome and belonging, yet we don't hold 
individuality and community together. We are truly sorry, and we 
humbly repent. Renew our baptism that we might rest in your 
love and share it with others.  

 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

 
 RESPONSE #583   Glory to God 
    Glory to God, glory to God, glory in the highest! 

 Glory to God, glory to God, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  Megan Shaw 
 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION  
 
SCRIPTURE Matthew 3:13-17, p. 3 

 
SCRIPTURE  Ephesians 4:1-14, p. 182 
  
SERMON  Rev. Josh Musser Gritter 
 
MOMENT FOR REFLECTION   

Hallelujah, What a Savior! 
arr. Carol Tornquist 

 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

 Reaffirmation of Baptism  see insert 

It Is Well with My Soul 
Horatio G. Spafford | Phillip P. Bliss 

 

 AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by 

the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the 

third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and 

sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he 

shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy 

Ghost, the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the 

forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS & CELEBRATIONS 
 
OFFERING 
 
OFFERTORY  Gwynne Shoaf, piano, Teresa de Freitas, organ 

We Shall Behold Him 
Dottie Rambo 

 
DOXOLOGY #606 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise God, all creatures here below; 
praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Amen. 

 
 PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 
SENDING TO SHARE THE WORD 

 
 HYMN #475   Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing 
 
 BENEDICTION 
 
 

 
POSTLUDE   
    Postlude on ‘All People That on Earth Do Dwell’ 

Paul Fey 

 

 
 

 
Welcome to First Pres 

 
 

We are so glad you are here, “Where God’s Love is Alive for Mission.” 
Learn more at www.firstpressalisbury.org or follow us on Facebook, 
Instagram, and YouTube.  
 
FRIENDSHIP PADS in your pews are for recording attendance and for 
visitors to share their information so that we can share about God’s work here. 
CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY CLIPBOARDS are in the narthex.  
CHILDCARE (ages 4 and under) is available in the Nursery in our Family 
Life Center (see an usher for directions).  
ASSISTED HEARING DEVICES are available from an usher.  

 
The flowers this morning are given to the glory of God, 

and in honor of our new Associate Pastor for Formation and Mission,  
Rev. Hannah Ostlund. 

 

JOYS AND CONCERNS: Deborah Alexander, Terri Aron (Brandon Aron’s 
mother) 
 
Michelle, Carter, Christopher and Taylor Cook and family on the death of 
Michelle’s mother, Peggy ‘PJ’ Eaves. 
 
Jan Lewis and family on the death of her brother, James Edward Broaddus.  
 
CC Crofton and family on the death of her sister.  
 
CONTINUING CONCERNS: Preston Askew, Bill Baker, Alice Edwards 
(Tracy Smith’s mother), Bill and Kathy Garraty (Jennifer Hudson’s parents), 
Suzanne Glasgow (Doug Glasgow’s sister-in-law), Scott Hay, Rosalie 
Laughlin, Wib Manuel, Ellen Muire, Reba Parsons, Frank Saunders, John 
Smith, Sue Weddington 
 
BIRTHDAYS: Russ Snyder, Katelyn Lee, Tom Bost, Ed Muire, Rhonda 
Shaw, Carr Garner, Jeanette Whitley, Lisa Schnuit, Jack Cresenzo, Carolyn 
Alexander, Melissa Heilig, Dan Cagle 
 
ANNIVERSARY: Preston and Glenda Askew 
 

We Are Deeply Rooted 
FIRST PRES 101 CLASS: January 11, Pastor Lara’s office at 9:50.  
 

http://www.firstpressalisbury.org/


DROP IN AND CHAT: January 18, 9:50-10:35, Pastor Lara’s office. Drop 
in to chat about the Bible, theology, worship, sermons, and your questions. 
Come with curiosity. Stay to grow deeper. 
 
GROW: PW and One Church One Child are collecting underwear and socks 
for children. Drop off in the Lewis Hall foyer. 
 
WORSHIP: We will continue to explore The Five Senses of Worship, a 
special once-a-month series led by Rev. Daniel Heath, Lewis Hall 
Accompanist. Experience God through sight, sound, smell, taste, and touch—
deepening our connection with God and one another through creative, 
sensory-rich expressions of faith. Join us for these unique worship services at 
8:30 am in Lewis Hall on February 8 and March 1. Come ready to encounter 
God with all your senses! 
 
GROW: Mark your calendars now! Lewis Preaching Sunday is February 1. 
9:45 unified Sunday School in Fellowship Hall, 11:00 unified worship in the 
Sanctuary, 5:00 program first in Lewis Hall with a free dinner to follow. Sign 
up during worship on Jan. 18 and 25 or call/email Christine. Our guest speaker 
is Rev. Amos Disasa, Senior Pastor at First Presbyterian Church, Dallas, Texas.  
 

We Have A Healthy Core 
STAFF: Please do not assume we know. Your staff wants to care for you. Let 
us know about births, weddings, deaths, etc. 
 
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING: Session has called a congregational 
meeting for Sunday, January 25, at 10:40, in Lewis Hall. The purpose of this 
meeting is to approve the 2026 budget and elect new leaders.  
 
GIVING: As of January 8: Number of pledging units (crosses): 186. Total 
pledged: $1,067,676 (106 work gloves). We are at 79% of our goal! 
 

We Are Branching Out 
SHARE: Again this year, we are collecting new and gently used winter coats 
of all sizes to help clients of RHM. Drop off in the Lewis Hall foyer through 
January. 
 
SHOWING UP: Sign up now for our next Red Cross Blood Drive on 
Tuesday, January 20, 2:00-6:30, in Fellowship Hall.  
 
DAY SCHOOL: Priority Registration for 2026-2027 will open to current students 
and church members on January 26.  
 

 
For more details on events: Visit our website | Use QR Code below 

 

 
 

LICENSES 
CCLI Copyright License 839878 / CCLI Streaming License 20111248 /  

CCLI Video License 505518426 / ONE LICENSE #A-732148 

 

 

 
 

Service of the Lord’s Day 
 
 
 
 

God’s Hope for Tomorrow 
 

 
 
 
 

BAPTISM OF THE LORD SUNDAY 
January 11, 2026 

11:00 am | Sanctuary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 

308 W Fisher St | Salisbury, NC 28144 
www.firstpressalisbury.org | 704-636-1321 

Where God’s Love is Alive for Mission 

 

Sermon Notes 
Use this space to jot down key ideas, questions, or insights. 

• What verses or themes stood out to you?  

• What is God saying to you to today? 

• How can God’s Word today shape your daily life and prayers? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.firstpressalisbury.org/

