
Baptism

Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer 

Announcements 

Offering

Offertory                                               Praise Team
Your Words

David Carr | Mac Powell | Mark Lee

†Doxology                                    Doxology (Amen)
                                                                              Louis Bourgeois | Phil Wickham                                  

†Prayer of Dedication

Sending to share the Word

†Song                                              Everlasting God
                                                                                      Brenton Brown | Ken Riley

  2 Cents a Meal Offering
During the singing of the song, please bring 

your 2 Cents a Meal offering to the front.

†Benediction

Postlude 

†Those who are able are invited to stand.
  

Worship of the Living God

Gathering around the Word

Prelude

Welcome & Greeting       Rev, Josh Musser Gritter

†Call to Worship               Rev. Lara Musser Gritter
   
†Song                                                           Forever
                                                                                                            Chris Tomlin

Confession of Sin 

Assurance of Forgiveness

†Response                            Glory Be to the Father
                                                                                                          John Stafford

 
Proclamation of the Word
 
Children’s Message               

Prayer of Illumination

Scripture: Luke 4:17-26

Scripture: Isaiah 40:1-11

Sermon                             Rev. Josh Musser Gritter

Moment for Reflection

Responding to the Word

†Affirmation of Faith             Rev. Hannah Ostlund

 

JOYS AND CONCERNS
Ty Cobb

Luke and Diane Fisher on the marriage of their daughter, Liza, to Felix Holzer.

Jonas Spry and family on the death of his mother, Seleta Kluttz Spry, on April 9.

CONTINUING CONCERNS
Marjie Aggers, Deborah Alexander, Bill Baker, 
Clay Burleson, Betty Carli, Alice Edwards (Tracy Smith’s mother), Jennifer Flynn, Bill Garraty (Jennifer
Hudson’s father), Larry Glass (Mark and Ellie Grover’s brother-in-law), Scott Hay, Carter Jenkins, Rosalie
Laughlin, Wib Manuel, Betty Mohs, Reba Parsons, Nadine Potts, Ruth Purser (Kathy Sanborn’s mother),
Marcia Reamer, Frank Saunders, Jenn Gardner Selby, John Smith, Jeanette Whitley, Acey Worthy

BIRTHDAYS
Mike Farris, Maria Velasquez Sanchez, Brian Pritchard, Ben Dunkin, Brenda White, Nolan Spry, Becky
Lounsberry, Abby Robinette, Kia Creamer, Jake Pritchard, Dean Wilson, Will Paul, Mary-Ellen Bailey, Emma
Blackwell, Betty Carli

ANNIVERSARIES
Steve and Donna Ashley, Brayden and Bess Bryan Pomajzl, Trent and Brooks Busby

CHURCH LIFE

WE ARE DEEPLY ROOTED
WORSHIP: This morning, we welcome Vincent, Holly,
Violet, and Kaius Muñoz to our First Pres family. 

BAPTISM: Today, we baptize Vince Muñoz by
immersion. Each method of baptism emphasizes a
different aspect of baptism's meaning. Sprinkling
invokes an Old Testament image for remission of sins.
Pouring invokes the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.
Immersion invokes death to an old life and being raised
into new life with Christ. All three are present at all
baptisms. Vince has requested to be immersed today
as he begins a new life with Christ.
 
WORSHIP: This is our final ‘5 Senses’ Worship service
as Daniel Heath completes his case study for his
doctoral project. To assist Daniel, please consider
completing the short survey inserted into the bulletins.
We need a few people to remain after worship this
morning to give feedback. Participants will reflect on
how engaging all five senses can make worship more
meaningful, memorable, and accessible. 
 

3rd Sunday of Easter

WE ARE SO GLAD YOU ARE HERE!

FRIENDSHIP PADS in your rows are for recording
attendance and for visitors to share their information
so that we can share about God’s work here.
CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY CLIPBOARDS are in the back
of the room on the Welcome Table. 
CHILDCARE (ages 4 and under) is available in the
Nursery in our Family Life Center (see an usher for
directions). 
ASSISTED HEARING DEVICES are available from an
usher. 

Ministry Focus

The flowers this morning are given to the glory
of God, and in celebration of Liza Fisher and Felix

Holzer’s wedding on April 18,
by Luke and Diane Fisher. 



MISSION PRIORITIES

Ministry Focus

First Presbyterian Church
Where God‘s Love is Alive for Mission

April 19, 2026
8:30 am

Spirit-Centered Discipleship  
Friendships Across Differences  

  Hands-On Local Mission
  Embracing the Unchurched

MUSIC: TODAY! Our first concert of the 2026 Concert
Series will feature the Lake Norman Orchestra. They
will perform “Classical in Space” at 2:00, in Lewis Hall.
Please join us for this special time of music. Don’t miss
this enchanting time of music. Bring your family and
friends! Childcare available. A light reception will
follow the concert.

GROW: JOY (Just Older Youth) is headed out to
Lexington. Lunch at the Southern Lunch, then tour the
Bob Timberlake Gallery on Tuesday, May 5, 11:00-3:00.
Call the church office to reserve your spot. 

GROW: Vacation Bible School 2026 registration is
now OPEN! Join us on June 15-18, 5:00-7:30 pm, for a
Snowball Mountain Challenge. VBS is open to all
children currently in 3K through 5  grade. th

GROW: VBS 2026 – It takes a village! We need youth
and adult volunteers to help with VBS, June 15-18,
5:00-7:30 pm. Whether you can only help two nights
or all five, we need you! Registration is now open for
volunteers. For more information, contact Megan
Shaw at 704-636-1321.

GROW: Summer break for Youth! Today is our last
day of Sunday School. See you all in the fall!

WE ARE BRANCHING OUT
SERVE: Our quarterly Red Cross Blood Drive is set for
Tuesday, April 21, 2:00-6:30, in Fellowship Hall. Go to
www.redcrossblood.org to sign up. 

YOUTH: Summer Break! Today is our Year-end Party
for Youth. Games, food, and fellowship galore at 5:00.
Then we will break until fall. Happy summer!

YOUTH: Our annual TWAM 5K Run and Walk will be
held on Friday, May 1. The course will be on the
Salisbury Greenway beginning at Overton Elementary
School. Glow Kids’ Run: 6:30. 5K Glow Run and Walk:
7:00. We need runners, sponsors, and race support.
Contact Delaine Fowler to help. Come out and cheer
on the runners! 

GROW: Summer break! Our children’s Sunday School
and First Kids will take a summer break. Our last
Sunday School day is May 10 and First Kids finale is
May 6. We look forward to seeing everyone back in
the fall!

WE HAVE A HEALTHY CORE 
GIVING UPDATE: 
2026 Budgeted Pledges through 4-30-26: $384,155
2026 YEAR-TO-DATE RECEIVED: $307,920

VBS Children’s Registration VBS Volunteer Registration

http://www.redcrossblood.org/

	3rd Sunday of Easter
	Worship of the Living God
	Gathering around the Word
	Prelude
	Welcome & Greeting       Rev, Josh Musser Gritter
	†Call to Worship               Rev. Lara Musser Gritter
	Confession of Sin
	Assurance of Forgiveness
	†Response                            Glory Be to the Father                                                                                                           John Stafford

	Proclamation of the Word
	Children’s Message
	Prayer of Illumination
	Scripture: Luke 4:17-26
	Scripture: Isaiah 40:1-11
	Sermon                             Rev. Josh Musser Gritter
	Moment for Reflection

	Responding to the Word
	†Affirmation of Faith             Rev. Hannah Ostlund
	Baptism
	Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer
	Announcements
	Offering
	†Prayer of Dedication

	Sending to share the Word
	†Song                                              Everlasting God                                                                                       Brenton Brown | Ken Riley   2 Cents a Meal Offering During the singing of the song, please bring  your 2 Cents a Meal offering to the front.
	†Benediction
	Postlude
	†Those who are able are invited to stand.
	The flowers this morning are given to the glory of God, and in celebration of Liza Fisher and Felix Holzer’s wedding on April 18, by Luke and Diane Fisher.
	JOYS AND CONCERNS Ty Cobb
	Luke and Diane Fisher on the marriage of their daughter, Liza, to Felix Holzer.
	Jonas Spry and family on the death of his mother, Seleta Kluttz Spry, on April 9.
	CONTINUING CONCERNS Marjie Aggers, Deborah Alexander, Bill Baker,  Clay Burleson, Betty Carli, Alice Edwards (Tracy Smith’s mother), Jennifer Flynn, Bill Garraty (Jennifer Hudson’s father), Larry Glass (Mark and Ellie Grover’s brother-in-law), Scott Hay, Carter Jenkins, Rosalie Laughlin, Wib Manuel, Betty Mohs, Reba Parsons, Nadine Potts, Ruth Purser (Kathy Sanborn’s mother), Marcia Reamer, Frank Saunders, Jenn Gardner Selby, John Smith, Jeanette Whitley, Acey Worthy
	BIRTHDAYS Mike Farris, Maria Velasquez Sanchez, Brian Pritchard, Ben Dunkin, Brenda White, Nolan Spry, Becky Lounsberry, Abby Robinette, Kia Creamer, Jake Pritchard, Dean Wilson, Will Paul, Mary-Ellen Bailey, Emma Blackwell, Betty Carli
	ANNIVERSARIES Steve and Donna Ashley, Brayden and Bess Bryan Pomajzl, Trent and Brooks Busby




	Ministry Focus
	WE ARE SO GLAD YOU ARE HERE!
	FRIENDSHIP PADS in your rows are for recording attendance and for visitors to share their information so that we can share about God’s work here. CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY CLIPBOARDS are in the back of the room on the Welcome Table.  CHILDCARE (ages 4 and under) is available in the Nursery in our Family Life Center (see an usher for directions).  ASSISTED HEARING DEVICES are available from an usher.

	CHURCH LIFE
	WE ARE DEEPLY ROOTED WORSHIP: This morning, we welcome Vincent, Holly, Violet, and Kaius Muñoz to our First Pres family.
	BAPTISM: Today, we baptize Vince Muñoz by immersion. Each method of baptism emphasizes a different aspect of baptism's meaning. Sprinkling invokes an Old Testament image for remission of sins. Pouring invokes the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. Immersion invokes death to an old life and being raised into new life with Christ. All three are present at all baptisms. Vince has requested to be immersed today as he begins a new life with Christ.
	WORSHIP: This is our final ‘5 Senses’ Worship service as Daniel Heath completes his case study for his doctoral project. To assist Daniel, please consider completing the short survey inserted into the bulletins. We need a few people to remain after worship this morning to give feedback. Participants will reflect on how engaging all five senses can make worship more meaningful, memorable, and accessible.


	Ministry Focus
	WE HAVE A HEALTHY CORE  GIVING UPDATE:  2026 Budgeted Pledges through 4-30-26: $384,155 2026 YEAR-TO-DATE RECEIVED: $307,920
	WE ARE BRANCHING OUT SERVE: Our quarterly Red Cross Blood Drive is set for Tuesday, April 21, 2:00-6:30, in Fellowship Hall. Go to www.redcrossblood.org to sign up.

	First Presbyterian Church Where God‘s Love is Alive for Mission
	April 19, 2026 8:30 am
	Spirit-Centered Discipleship   Friendships Across Differences
	Hands-On Local Mission   Embracing the Unchurched
	MISSION PRIORITIES



