7™ Sunday of Easter

Worship of the Living God

Gathering around the Word
Prelude

Welcome & Greeting Rev. Josh Musser Gritter
tCall to Worship Rev. Hannah Ostlund

tSong Goodness of God

Ben Fielding | Brian Johnson

Confession of Sin
Assurance of Forgiveness

tResponse
Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me

Paul M. Vasile
Proclamation of the Word
Children’s Message Ronnie Church
Prayer of lllumination
Scripture: Genesis 6:5-14, 17-18 Denny Shantz
Scripture: Genesis 8:8-11; 9:12-16

Sermon Rev. Josh Musser Gritter

Moment for Reflection

Responding to the Word

tAffirmation of Faith Rev. Lara Musser Gritter

Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer
Announcements
Offering

Offertory Praise Team

Promises

Dante Bowe | Aaron Moses

tDoxology New Doxology

Louis Bourgeois | Thomas Ken

tPrayer of Dedication

Sending to share the Word

tSong Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)

Chris Tomlin | John Newton

tBenediction
Postlude

tThose who are able are invited to stand.
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The flowers this morning are given to the glory
of God, and in celebration of our 2026
Graduates. Our prayers and support will go with
them as we mark this milestone. The flowers are
placed by the Julie Steele Flower Fund.

JOYS AND CONCERNS
Anne Saunders, Luke Fisher, Jenn Selby, Ron Church, Vickie Reavis (the De Graaf’s friend), Gerry

Crabbe (Jenn Selby’s friend)

Lincoln Holman and family on the death of his father.

CONTINUING CONCERNS
Marjie Aggers, Deborah Alexander, Preston Askew, Bill Baker, Clay Burleson, Betty Carli, Christie Carter,
Ty Cobb, Alice Edwards (Tracy Smith’s mother), Scott Hay, Carter Jenkins, Rosalie Laughlin, Wib

Manuel, Betty Mohs, Reba Parsons, Frank Saunders, John Smith, Jeanette Whitley, Acey Worthy

BIRTHDAYS
Glenn Thomason, Melanie Burton, Emily Muire, Margaret Almeida, Annette Roberts, Beverly Cobb, Holly
Whittington, Ames Flynn, Helen Kichefski, Eleanor Behrooz, Ron Church, Ann Blankenship, Anne Cave

ANNIVERSARY
Lee and Tricia Johnson, Tom and Anne Maxey, Tom and Rochelle Bost, Bob and Cindy Coleman, Blaine

and Andrea Smith

Ministry Focus

WE ARE SO GLAD YOU ARE HERE!

FRIENDSHIP PADS in your rows are for recording
attendance and for \visitors to share their
information so that we can share about God’s work
here.

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY CLIPBOARDS are in the
back of the room on the Welcome Table.
CHILDCARE (ages 4 and under) is available in the
Nursery in our Family Life Center (see an usher for
directions).

ASSISTED HEARING DEVICES are available from an
usher.
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CHURCH LIFE

WE ARE DEEPLY ROOTED
WORSHIP: Baccalaureate Sunday is TODAY, during
the 11:00 service. There will be a reception in the
courtyard in honor of the graduates immediately
following the service.

WORSHIP: Join us this evening for a Night of
Worship at 6:00 pm in our courtyard for a time of
praise, prayer, and community! Bring your chairs and
settle in for a wonderful time—music led by our LCW
Praise Team and Jessica Holman Settineri and
Matthew Holman.

GROW: Are you in your 20s and 30s? Are you
looking for a community of friends in faith? First Pres
is excited to be kicking off Young Adult
programming this year, just for you! All Young
Adults are invited to join Pastor Hannah in
Fellowship Hall following the 11:00 am Service on
Sunday, May 31, for coffee and pastries to get to
know one another and talk about summer plans!



Ministry Focus

GROW: The JOY group is planning a June outing.
Lunch at the Lake! Join us on June 11, at Scott and Carol
Hay’s house at 12:00. (1210 Crane View Road, Salisbury)
Drinks are provided. Please bring a side dish, main dish,
salad, or dessert to share. We need to limit the number
of people to 35, so call the church office soon before
space runs out.

GROW: Vacation Bible School 2026 registration is now
OPEN! Join us on June 15-18, 5:00-7:30 pm, for a
Snowball Mountain Challenge. VBS is open to all
children currently in 3K through 5" grade.

GROW: VBS 2026 - It takes a village! We need youth
and adult volunteers to help with VBS, June 15-18, 5:00-
7:30 pm. Whether you can only help two nights or all
four, we need you! Registration is now open for
volunteers. For more information, contact Megan Shaw
at 704-636-1321.

GROW: VBS is right around the corner, and we need
your 1-gallon clean, empty milk jugs to help with
decorations. Also, if you are looking to help but won’t
be in town, we are asking for Food Lion gift cards to
help with dinner costs. Drop off both in the church
office.

GROW: Our Men’s Bible Study with Pastor Josh
continues each Tuesday at 6:30 am in room 201.

GROW: Summer break! All children’s and youth Sunday
School, First Kids, and Youth group are now on break.
We look forward to seeing everyone back in the fall!
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WE HAVE A HEALTHY CORE
COMMUNICATE: Have you seen our new bulletin
boards in the hallway by Lewis Hall? Stop by to see
what’s going on at First Pres and in the community.
You can also see what the Day School is up to on the
bulletin board in the parking lot stairwell. We have a
lot happening here! Contact Pastor Hannah if you
have items for the bulletin boards.

GIVING UPDATE:
2026 Budgeted Pledges through 05-31-26: $480,194
2026 Year-to-Date Received: $386,188

WE ARE BRANCHING OUT
SERVE: Yoga! Certified Yoga Instructor Felicia
Stewart Hoyle leads yoga each Wednesday morning,
9:00-10:15, in Lewis Hall for beginners through
advanced levels and for all ages. (No class on May 20,
July 1, 8, 15, and 22) Suggested donation: $10.

SERVE: It’s time to begin signing up to host our RSS
Summer Meals program. We need 2-3 people daily,
Monday-Friday, May 28-July 28, 11:15-12:15. No
experience needed. Just come and sit with families
while the kids eat. Christine will need a copy of your
driver’s license. Lunch is free for ALL children up to 18
years old, so bring your kids and grandkids!
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First Presbyterian Church

Where God's Love is Alive for Mission

May 17, 2026
8:30 am

God’s Dysfunctional Family Tree
An Incredible Beginning

The Descent oif Man by M.E. Rothwell

MISSION PRIORITIES
Spirit-Centered Discipleship Hands-On Local Mission

Friendships Across Differences Embracing the Unchurched
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